
































Table 5: Differentials in Women's Background and Life Experiences According to Education

With regard to socioeconomic status, the data in Table 5 confirm the expected association between women's education

and their position in the socioeconomic structure. Better-educated women have higher household incomes, as can be

inferred from their husband's education, tend to reside in urban areas, and have a higher standard of living, as

suggested by the data on refrigerator ownership. Although it is difficult to disentangle the various advantages

conferred by education, it is reasonable to assume that part of the impact of education on fertility is connected to

women's socioeconomic context.

The third outcome of education, normative change, is always difficult to conceptualize, and more so to measure.

Table 5 presents indicators of two diametrically opposed attitudes in the sphere of reproduction: fatalism and control.

According to these data, educated women have a less fatalistic approach to life and a higher command over their

reproduction. It can be noted that, given a situation when no additional child is desired, educated women are more

likely to find the means to prevent further pregnancies, and thus successfully implement their desires. The tendency

to plan one's family not only applies to issues of size but also of timing, as suggested by the early stages of family

formation at which educated women start to regulate their fertility.

Guatemala Ecuador Colombia

0 1-3 4-6 7-9 10+ 0 1-3 4-6 7-9 10+ 0 1-3 4-6 7-9 10+

Knowledge
% listens to radio daily 44 58 73 80 78 74 82 88 94 96 67 79 83 88 88

% knows source of modem contraception 45 75 93 97 100 60 79 90 95 99 96 99 99 100 100

% knows owlatory cycle correctly 4 8 21 41 53 7 7 17 33 53 11 18 30 45 72

Economic status

Husband's mean years of education 1.5 2.9 5.7 8.6 11.9 3.0 4.1 6.1 8.4 12.6 2.6 3.4 5.1 7.8 11.1

% lives in urban area 18 26 55 78 87 28 32 50 74 89 50 49 70 89 91

% has refrigerator 2 8 20 46 68 11 22 35 51 76 20 30 43 67 79

Attitudes

% not using contraception
when no additional birth wanted \a 75 54 37 10 17 71 52 42 37 19 j6 25 22 12 13

Mean CBB at first contraceptive use \b 3.9 3.0 2.1 1.5 1.1 4.6 4.0 2.8 1.9 1.3 3.8 2.9 2.0 1.3 0.6

Family formation palhs
Mean age at first union 17.3 17.5 18.6 19.5 21.5 18.3 18.4 18.7 18.9 21.0 17.9 18.9 19.5 19.9 21.8

% in legal union 56 55 66 78 86 62 62 62 63 86 42 64 60 72 86

% had a premarital birth \c 7 9 9 6 5 24 15 12 10 5 21 15 15 11 5

% had first birth before age 18\c 35 30 21 11 4 32 30 23 16 6 38 26 19 10 3

Wortmgpalhs
% worked before marriage 34 45 51 53 69 61 59 54 51 54 49 46 49 55 62

% kept wages \d 22 23 24 24 45 40 38 49 56 62 30 29 32 33 44

% worked after marriage 18 24 30 33 57 46 43 32 40 57 29 26 30 36 53

Source: DHS standard recode files.

Notes: Based on all currently married women, except noted otherwise.
\a Among non -pregnant women.
\b Among women who have ever used contraception. CBB refers to number of living children.
\c Among all women age 20-49.
\d Among those women who worked before marriage.
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